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to revenge)
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Prof. John Zachariah, Muvattupuzha

Whether the Corona virus is planned
by man for selfish goals, or whether it is a
natural calamity, or whether it is planned
by God to teach us some lessons or His
act of punishment of the wicked world or
another major event of the End times will
not be considered in this article. Whatever
be that, according to some sources
(worldometers), as on 15thSeptember
2021, those who are affected by Covid19
is about 22 cores 62 lakhs of which above
46.61 lakhs (2%) died; there are about 1
crore 87 lakhs active cases of which
1,02,519 (0.5%) are serious and 20 crores
33 lakhs are recovered. The actual figures
may be above these numbers.

Some of our church members, and
some of my friends in other circles,
including Missionaries and Missionary
Doctors went to eternity during these days.
Some called me and shared about their
fears as well as requested for prayers.
| spoke in memorial services of the
departed. A few months back | shared with
one of the counselees under fear of
Covid19 based on Ps.91 (written in Old
Testament times which was always a great
comfort for believers around the world all
through centuries). When he called me
again in May second week, | could share a
different understanding of Ps.91 applicable
for the Christian believer which helped him
better. | was asked to give a 30 minutes
message on 1st May 2021 to those who
were/are working with World Vision India

in the context of many have gone to eternity
from WVI, especially one of the UESI
Kerala graduate, Baiju George Kottarakara,
51 years, whom | knew from his student
days. The preparation of the message and
subsequent study on the subject resulted
in this article on what should be our
understanding and attitudes towards the
happenings in the world under Corona virus
and similar pandemics.

Ps.90-92 are always a great comfort to
believers undergoing trials and mishaps

Ps.90 shares that the everlasting God is
our dwelling place

Ps.91 shares about the Most High and
Almighty as our refuge

Ps.92 talks about the Most High and
Everlasting God as worthy of our worship

These Psalms have gained prominence
among Christians since the rise of COVID-
19. Psalm 91 has been particularly popular.
This is understandable given that it speaks
of how God will save you “from the deadly
disease” (v. 3, NLT), and the assurance that
“pestilence” and “plague” (v. 6, NIV) “will not
come near you” (v. 7).

Promises to Claim?

Some conclude that such words are God'’s
promises that we can bring into reality by
declaring them into the spiritual
atmosphere.

Alternatively, some conclude that Psalm 91

implies that divine protection from COVID-
19 is certain for those who “make the Most

' | Suviseshaprakasini |
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High [their] dwelling” (Ps.91:9)

In a situation of such a deadly pestilence
and plague, affecting even believers and
front line warriors (missionaries), how will
we understand v.3, 6, 10 & 16 (deliverance
from deadly pestilence; you will not be
afraid of the same; no evil nor any plague
will come near your tent; will be satisfied
with long life)?

Why not we have no problem of
understanding v.11 to 13 (His angels will
guard and bear you in their hands lest you
will strike your foot against a stone; you will
tread upon lion and cobra, trample down
young lion and serpent) when you know that
it is not a reality in daily life?

| was meditating on this during these days,
when most dear friends in the ministry as
well as relatives went to be with the Lord
because of Covid19. — Including Baiju, Dr.
& Mrs. Dr. Orien (Medical Missionaries in
Itarsi), and their sister due to cancer, Bala
Chandra Pandian (a close friend of mine
active in UESI ministry), and a relative of
28 yrs old.

Let me share with you what | am leaning.

How much is the poetic Psalms are literally
applied in such situations? Poetry is the
language of the heart. Reading from
Psalms will enable us to express our
confidence in God. The Psalms were also
read and sung in corporate Jewish worship.
And within this context of worship, no
individual Psalm shaped the theology of the
Jewish people.

We must also recognize the poetic nature
of Psalms that express confidence in God,
such as the idea that God “will not let your
foot slip” (Ps.121:3; 91:12) with the result
that you will be kept “from all harm” (Ps.
121:7). Sometimes God does this, but
not always.

What about “everyone lies to their neighbor”
(Psalm 12:2) or that the “wicked... have

<4 OCTOBER-2021 P> | 16

no struggles” and are all “healthy and
strong” (Ps. 73:3-4)?

There are Psalms of lament. Tounderstand
one verse properly, one must consider the
verses that surround it. When it comes to
Psalms of lament, if one only reads an early
verse in the Psalm, one might think that
there is no hope. But these Psalms are
structured in such a way that they turn from
a moment of complaint or petition, to a
moment of praise and trust (for example,
Ps. 22).Walter Bruggemann warns “that
serious religious use of the lament Psalms
has been minimal because we have
believed that faith does not mean to
acknowledge and embrace negativity”.

Psalms in the context of persecution and
enemies (Ps.137:8, 9)

“O daughter of Babylon, doomed to be
destroyed, blessed shall he be who repays
you  with what you have done to us!
Blessed shall he be who takes your little
ones and dashes them against the rock!”

1. Psalms are not to be considered as
the basis for Christian Theology.

2. Every Psalm has its own background
— Psalms must be considered together —
Worship with Psalms and hymns
(Eph.5:19).

3. Isolated verses from Psalms (for that
matter any passage of the Bible) should
not be taken for application for Christian.

4. Ps.91 goes with Deut. 28: 1-14:
Promise of blessings to Israel; But what
about the curses of v.15-68 in the same
chapter? How are they applicable to us?

5. OT promises and curses are with
special reference to God’s chosen people
as a community, a Nation, under the Old
Covenant. We live in the New Covenant
after Jesus died and resurrected and
reigning forever.

to be continued....
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SUBSCRIPTION

Request is made to our valuable Subscribers that with your co-
operation and support we are able to publish the Suvisesha Prakashini
magazine without break. Our request is honoured by many wellwishers.
Expect your full support.

Request is made again to look in to the seriousness in true spirit
and arrange to clear all dues plus current year subscription. Those in
the other scheme of long term Subscription (15 years) may kindly
renew for another term, if aware about the end of their subscription
period.

You may to call Suja on 0469-2631761, Mob:7907378824 for
any informations. Kindly co-operate.

Manager
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Akhila UIIas, Thanipadom

“FAITH” what a magnificent word. When
it comes the word “FAITH” | want to talk to
you about a woman faith. In mark chapter
5 there was a lady with bleeding disorder
for 12 years, she’d gone to many doctors,
spent her all money for her treatments, tried
everything she could to get well,but nothing
helped. She continued to go downhill, she
completely broken inside and one day there
was all this commotion in her town she
found out that Jesus was passing
through.She had heard the stories of his
miracles,how he healed a crippled
man,opened blind eyes, he cured someone
with leprosy. Something came alive on the
inside. She said to herself, if | can get to
Jesus and just touch the fringe of his robe,i
know definitely | will be healed. But the
problem was, there was a great crowd
surrounding jesus, thousands of people all
tightly packed in. It seemed impossible. She
started to making her way through the
crowd. My dears please note that “The lady
was on mission” she had a made-up mind.
The Bible says “She kept saying to herself
when | get to Jesus, | know | will be healed”.
She was saying herself ‘| know healing is
coming “l know the things are turning.
The reason she keeps going is she kept
the right thoughts in her mind. Just at the
right time, she reached out and touched
the edge of Jesus robe. Suddenly Jesus
stopped, aid to his disciples ‘who just
touched me’? and they said “what do you
mean its crowded out there everybody’s
touched you”. He said, in effect ‘no
everyone may be bumping into me but

< OCTOBER-2021 P

somebody just touched me’. Somebody
drew the miracle-working power out of me’.
They believed the healing is coming,they
believed new doors were going to open.
She touched Jesus with EXPECTANCY.
About the time, Jesus looked at this woman.
Their eyes met. She was afraid, thought
she’d done something wrong. But our
Jesus smiled and said ‘daughter, your faith
has made you whole, go in peace, you are
healed. Notice the key was her faith. It was
great that her parents were praying,her
friends were encouraging her, that’s all
good but nothing made her more powerful
than her FAITH. When you believe, when
you expect things to change,when you
keep saying yourself, | know the
breakthrough is coming, | know the healing
is on the way, i know the right person is in
my future. We have to realise that what god
started he’sgoing to finish. Your faith will
make your pathway for your destiny.my
dears please notice there were other
people in the crowd that day. They were
sick, many people that had needs. No
doubt, they bumbed into jesus nothing
happened, but this lady touched him. Are
you brushing up against him or are touched
him? Are you living with expectancy,
knowing that he’s bigger than those
problems, greater than that sickness,more
powerfull than that opposition? Or have you
become discouraged, god is passing by,
he has all power. Do like this lady, reach
out and touch him.

Release your faith, believe that it will
happen be like this lady, this lady is close
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to her miracle when she faced the greatest
opposition. Would have been easy if Jesus
would have come, just a few disciples. She
could have gone out and touched him
without the struggle, without all the people
in the way, but she had to fight through the
crowd. The crowd represents the broken
dreams,things that didn’t work out, thoughts
telling you, it's never going to get better. If
you’re going to reach your potential, you
have to fight through some things. You have
to more determined than what’s trying to
stop you. Many of the miracles Jesus
performed, He laid his hands on people and
they were healed. But in this case the lady
laid hands on Jesus. Are you waiting for
God to lay hands on you, so to speak? Oh
my God, this problem is so big, why don’t

you lay hands on him? instead of
complaining about the problem, Lord, | want
to thank you that things are turning in my
favour. When you express in these way
your faith can initiate the healing.

Your faith can be the catalyst for God to
do amazing things. God wants to make the
enemy pay. He wants to bring you out
better. Do your part, take off the self-pity,
take off the hurts, take off the disappo
inments. You can’t reach your destiny
making excuses and as long as you're
wearing the beggar’s coat, giving yourself
a reason to be feel less than, it will keep
you from the new levels God has in store.
God is about to open supernatural doors,
turn impossible situations around and take
you to the fullness of your destiny. [
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We need to learn how to keep
people through love. Despite imperfec-
tions, sins, and irritating habits of other

Christians, they belong to Jesus and
they need our love as a healthy
climate for growth.
John Wimber
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