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He leads us on by paths we did not know
upward he leads us though our steps be slow
Though oft we faint and falter on the way
though storms and darkness oft obscure the day
Yet when the clouds are gone
We know he leads us on
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"A thankful heart is not only the great-
est virtue, but the parent of all the other vir-
tues."

- Marcus Tullius Cicero (106-43 BC)
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Now thank we all our God
With heart and hands and voices
Who wondrous things hath done
In Whom His world rejoicing
Who from our mothers arms
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Many years after the Israelites
settled down in Canaan, the Babylonians
came and abducted them. They were taken
away into Babylon and made to serve the
Babylonians. This was a deceptive kind of
captivity in the sense that the Israelites
could enjoy plenty of freedom while they
were slaves. They had better jobs,
progress in life and promotions while they
were captives. So they liked this captivity!
But the ultimate purpose of God's plans
with them is that the whole world may know
the true God Jehovah (Ezk. 6:7). Israel was
a rebellious nation, but the exile was to be

Hath blessed us on our way

With countless gifts of love

And still is ours today - Martin Rinkart
(1586-1649)
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a period of purging and refining so that pure
people would emerge from it. The exile was
not the result of the sins of a single
generation. Rather, the continued
disobedience of Israel through many
generations. The cumulative guilt of the
nation was being judged by God in the
events that led up to the destruction of
Jerusalem. Although group or collective
responsibility is an important concept,
Jeremiah and Ezekiel emphasize individual
responsibility as both preparation and
explanation for the imminent destruction of
Jerusalem which the people might have
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"Even if God never did another good thing in
our lives, we could spend the rest of the life praising
Him for what He has already done." - Dillon
Burroughs
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been tempted to blame on the sins of their
forefathers. The response of the exiles was
to question the justice of God. The proverbs
were used by them to blame the previous
generations for the disaster of the exile
(Ezk.18:2) possibly based on a
misunderstanding of “visiting the iniquity of
fathers on the children, to the third and
fourth generation” (Ex 20:5; Num.14:18).
God is the God of justice (Deut.32:4). In
order to vindicate His own name, and not
for Israel's sake, God would restore the
people to their homeland. The restoration
of God’s reputation first requires the
external renovation of His people. The Lord
had to tell them that their own conduct had
brought judgement upon them (Jer.4:7,
18). They found to their pain and regret that
sin can start out looking so manageable
and so safe - until it gets out of hand.

God'’s actions are naturally in a sequential
order. The four steps in the promised
restoration are (1) gathering and return of
the exiles (2) precede cleansing from sin
(3) renewal of heart and (4) enablement by
God'’s spirit to live in God’'s way(Ezk.. 36:
24-27). God would cleanse them, give
them new hearts of love and a new spirit
(the new birth), and save them from
uncleanness. The results of Israel’s
renewal are restoration to prosperity and a
deep sense of shame for all their sins
(Ezk.36:28-32). Jeremiah describes the
“new covenant” terminology in the same
way (Jer.31:33). Under the “old covenant”
(covenant at Sinai), the law of God was
engraved on tablets on stone and placed
in the Most Holy Place. The new covenant
will stand in contrast to the old covenant,
in that the new cannot be broken as the old
was (Jer.1:32; Heb.8:7,8). Under the new
covenant God will write His law on the
Hearts of His people. The people are then
like the temple in that the law of God is within
them, but with the difference that they are
a living temple of God, made of living stones
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(2 Cor.3:3; 1 Pet. 2:5). God promised His
people “l will give you a new heart and put a
new spirit in you” (Ezk. 36:26).

God promises that He would cleanse away
their pollutions of sin (Ezk.36: 25). As God
is holy, sin is an affront to His holiness and
must be judged.Verses16-38 spell out
God’s promise to cleanse and restore His
now defiled and scattered people, hereby
removing the disgrace that Israel has
brought on His name and once again
showing to all nations His holiness. There
is no sin too great for God to forgive (1
Jn.1:7-9). Ezekiel's prophecy refers both
to outward cleansing by a ceremony and
to inward, spiritual cleansing. Naaman was
cleansed from his leprosy by dipping in
Jordan. Confident access to God is a
priestly privilege reserved for those who
have been purified from sin’s pollution by
Jesus’ sacrifice, and so can offer sacrifices
of thanksgiving pleasing to God (Heb.4:16).
Christ was Himself clean; else His blood
could not have been cleaning to us; and it
is a Holy Spirit that makes us holy; there is
no place which is too sinful and too hard
for God to send a revival. The revival in
Nineveh is an example. “l will cleanse them
from all the guilt of their sin against me,
and | will forgive all the guilt of their sin and
rebellion against me” (Jer. 33.8). When we
repent of our sins, God will put His Holy
Spirit within us.

God promises that He would give them a
new heart; a disposition of mind excellent
in itself and vastly different from what it was
before (Ezk.36:26). God will give them new
and right desires (Ezk.11:19, 20). He
promises that instead of a heart of stone,
insensible and inflexible, unapt to receive
any divine impressions and to return any
devout affection, He would give a heart of
flesh, a soft and tender heart that has
spiritual sense exercised, conscious to
itself of spiritual pains and pleasures and
complying in everything with the will of God
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(Ezk.36:26). As Ezekiel himself self
recognised, new heart are the gift of God
(Ez.18:31) and not the product of human
effort, Ezekiel exhorts his audience to seek
these not through their own merit but by
repentance (Ezk.18:32). Instead of a heart
of stone, unable to respond to God with love
and obedience, God will provide a new heart
and a new spirit.

God promises that He will cause them to
walk in His statutes, will not show them the
way of His statues before them, but incline
them to walk in it, and thoroughly furnish
them with wisdom and will, and active
powers for every good work. In order to
walk in His way, He will put His Spirit within
them, as a teacher, guide, and sanctifier.
God does not force them to walk in His
statues by external violence, but cause
them to walk in His statutes by an internal
principle. The new spirit would be the Spirit
of God transforming those in whom He
dwells and enabling them to obey the law
of God (Rom.7: 6; 8: 2-17; Gal.5:16-18, 22;
Jn.3:24). God bestows His spirit to enable
the human spirit to do His will (Ezk.36:27)
when the Lord has done his new work.
God promises that He will bring about all
that good for them which the exigency of
their case calls for. God could no longer
dwell among His people because of their
sin, and His sword of judgement must soon
descend on the polluted temple. When the
people repent of their sins, God will put His
Holy Spirit within them. “You shall dwell in
the land that | gave to your fathers” (Ezk.
36:28). God will show mercy to a remnant;
these will inherit His promises afresh and
enjoy restoration to their land. God will in
bringing them, have an eye on not to any
merit of theirs, but to the promise made to
the fathers, for therefore we gave it to them
atfirst (Deut. 7: 7, 8). Finally, God promises
that He will take them into covenant with
Himself. “You shall be my people; | will be

4 amae-2021 p

your God” (Ezk.. 36:28). He has chosen
us and loved us first, not we Him, therefore
the condition is of grace, is by promise, as
well as the reward; not of merit, not of
works. God will be in their midst. This is
the foundation and top-stone of a believer’s
happiness. It's in heaven; now extend to all
people (Rev. 21: 3, 7).

In Ezekiel 37 the prophet was asked to
prophesy to the valley of dry bones. The
bones started rumbling and coming
together. Sinews, muscles, and skin came
upon them, God asked to prophesy again
to the winds to breathe over these bodies.
Life came into them, and they stood up as
a mighty army for Jehovah. Here we see a
relationship between Ezekiel's vision and
the general resurrection at the end of time.
Ezekiel's vision gave an immediate hope
to the exiles longing to be restored to their
own country (Ezk..37:14), and it has a more
permanent application to the general
resurrection. Israel’s restoration would be
God'’s own testimony to His power and rule.
God promises that he will work a good
work in them, to qualify them for the good
work He intended to bring about for them
(Ezk.36: 25-27). He promises that good
times will return.

In a spiritual sense, captivity is taking place
in our days among believers. They must
know about their spiritual-worldly deceptive
condition. They must know what to do to
come back to their homeland. God’s
initiative moves from external to internal
with the gift of a new heart and new spirit.
To people who had lost hope due to various
reasons, God promised a fresh start as the
one who could renew their lives. God’s
promises were ultimately fulfilled through
Jesus’ death and resurrection. When we
trust in Him, we receive a new spiritual
heart, one that’'s cleansed of our sin and
despair. God will give to His people a new
heart. 2 Cor. 5:17 gives the assurance of a
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new birth, new hope, new home, new
happiness, new heavenly inheritance for the
people who come to Christ.

We begin yet another year with a dark
shadow of uncertainty hangs over us
because of the COVID-19 pandemic.
However, it did not deter us from
undertaking our basic duty of serving those
in distress and pain. If God will do His part
according to the promises, we must do
ours according to the precept. The promise
of God’s grace to enable us for our duty
should engage and quicken our constant
care and endeavour to our duty. God’s
promise drive us to His precepts as our
rule, and then His precepts must send us
back to His promise for strength, for without
His grace we can do nothing. That promise
can be ours by turning to Christ, confessing
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our sins and wrongdoings, and accepting
the forgiveness He purchased for us and
the hope that comes with it. If our faith is
centred in the unchanging Christ, we can
enter 2021 with a heart of confidence, and
we can anticipate His presence in the year
ahead. The shifting scenes of earth need
not shake the heart that is stayed upon him.
God will never forsake His redeemed
children. In the face of life’'s most difficult
circumstances and greatest tragedies of
life, we can rejoice that our great creator
holds us in His hands.

Let us thank God for the new hope and life
He has given us in Jesus. Trust Him daily
as His Spirit leads us into a new way of
living, so that we can fulfil the
commandments of God, and walk in
newness of life. L
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"Even in my darkest hour The
Lord will bless me with His power;
His loving grace will sure

abound,In His sweet care | shall
be found"
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MRS. REJITHOMAS, ALAPPUZHA
RAJIPRAKASH, KEEZHVAIPUR
LEELAMMAITTY, NILAMBUR

SHEEBA VINOD, VALAKOM

ANNAMMA VARGHESE, MUPPINI

NIZY VARGHESE, UMAYATTUKARA PRAYAR
REV SAMUEL Y, KADAMPANAD

MARY GEORGE, KADAMPANAD
MOLLYKUTTY SAMUEL, EDYARANMULA
EALY GEORGE, VETTIYAR SOUTH
SARAMMA MATHEW , KOOTHATTUKULAM
DAISY VARGHESE, PANDALAM

MR. MAMMEN P JOHN, KOZHIKODE
MRS. ANNIE JESSY VARGHESE , MAYUR VIHAR
EVG. THIMOTHYOS B, MUVATTUPUZHA
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MARIAM SAMUEL, THIRUVALLA (ANNAVATTOM)
SHEEJA BIJU, KESAVADASAPURAM
SARAMMA THOMAS, ICHILAMPADY

SUSY GEORGE, THURURTHIKKARA
REJINAJACOB, ALLEPPEY,

SOSAMMA MATHEW, NILAMBUR TOWN
ClIJA GIGY, SHARJAH

JESSAMMA ABY, KEEZVAIPUR
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SUBSCRIPTION

Subscribers are again
requested to arrange remit-
tance of subscription
arrears and renew for the
year 2021. We follow cal-

ender year for subscription.
Those making Payment
through bank or mobile may
give brief details such as
Regn.No and Name of sub-
scriber.
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0 @ ) parents of born again Evangelical
R S02 €Il MR QAT Sa3an3: working Girl, Please contact.
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