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Dearly beloved in Christ,

Warm Greetings in the Lord

The year 2020 has been a strange year of 
struggling with the arrival and continu-
ance of covid-19 pandemic. There have 

been countless experiences this year that none 
of us will forget. John Piper, the great preach-
er and man of God has commented about this 
unprecedented phenomenon, in the following 
words, “the seemingly solid foundations of the 
world are shaking and it’s a time when the frag-
ile form of the world is felt. The question we 
should ask is “Do we have a rock under our feet. 
A rock that cannot be shaken ever.” 

In the midst of the confusion and cha-
os as God’s children we can find Solace in the 
promises of God in His word. Apostle Paul, 
with great confidence was able to write in Ro-
mans 15:13, “Now may the God of hope fill you 
with all joy and peace, as you trust in Him, so 
that you may overflow with hope by the power 
of the Holy Spirit”. This joy is the spiritual joy 
given by Christ through the Holy Spirit; it is not 
the joy that comes from the world. Likewise, 
this peace is the spiritual peace given by Christ, 
through the Holy Spirit, it is not the peace that 
comes from the world. No amount of trouble 
and suffering in the world can take away this 
spiritual joy and peace.

It is a matter of great joy that the Youth 
Board is publishing an e-magazine for the spiri-
tual well-being of the youth of our church.

May this endeavor be for the glory of 
God and for the strengthening of our young-
sters. I appreciate the office bearers of the Youth 
Board for this great effort.

Every blessing.
Most Rev. Dr. Thomas Abraham
Presiding Bishop
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I am extremely delighted to note that the Youth Board 
of St. Thomas Evangelical Church of India has taken 
a strategic step to publish an E-magazine bimonthly 

for the spiritual upliftment of our beloved members. We 
live in a society where digital platform is heavily used for 
communication, this is easily accessible and it provides the 
user lots of information. This venture is a new addition to 
the activities of the Youth Board. Through this platform the 
intention is to provide articles which will be useful for Bi-
ble study, relevant articles and information for the spiritual 
upliftment of our readers and to encourage each one for 
sincere intercession.
 We live in a competitive society where a good 
number of us want to climb up the ladder of success, in 
this process self-centerdness becomes the primary focus, 
knowingly or unknowingly one may prevent or deny the 
opportunity of other eligible ones. This is not the Biblical 
model that Jesus portrayed to us. He taught us to lay aside 
priorities and to pave way for the others. Jesus in His earth-
ly ministry stated that “So in everything, do to others what 
you would have them do to you, for this sums up the law 
and prophets”( Mat:7:12)” Truthfulness, moral integrity, 
justice and righteousness are fading away from the society 
and even from the so called religious leaders. Wickedness, 
moral perversion, jealousy and character assassination are 
increasingly high these days.
 A rare picture of truthfulness, moral integrity and 
true sportsman spirit got worldwide attention through an 
incident that took place in a running race in Spain on De-
cember 2012. Spanish runner Ivan Fernandez and Kenyan 
hero Abel Mutai was in the race. Abel was in the lead and 
sure of winning the race, but unfortunately due to some 
confusion over the finishing line, Abel stoped his race 10 
meters before the finishing line. On seeing this Ivan instead 
of seizing the opportunity to win the gold medal, tried to 
communicate to Abel that he has to move ahead but Abel 
was not well versed with Spanish language so he did not 
understand what Ivan was saying. As a result Ivan pushed 
Abel for 10 meters to complete the race. Later one report-
er asked Ivan why he didn’t grab the opportunity to win 
the gold?
 Ivan replied “I didn’t deserve to win, I did what 
I have to do, he was the rightful winner. He created a 
gap that couldn’t have closed if he hadn’t made a mistake. 
As soon as I saw he was stopping I knew I was not going 
to pass him. But what would be that merit of my victory? 
What would be the honour of that medal? What would my 
mother think of it?” What a testimony! He displayed truth-
fulness, ethical standards, the right spirit of discernment 
and sportsmanship. Success should not be at the cost of 
others weakness. We need to cultivate the habit of honour-
ing, respecting and valuing others that are weak and less 
privileged.
 God’s promise is that, His children will experi-
ence success if they follow Biblical principles. God’s word 
to Joshua at the time of his commissioning to lead the 

people of Israel after the death of Moses is worth noting 
here “Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey 
all the law my servant Moses gave you; do not turn to the 
right or to the left, that you may be successful wherever you 
go. (Joshua 1:7)” Joshua’s new responsibility was a Hercule-
an task, leading more than two million people, conquering 
and occupying the promised land. Without God this is im-
possible and With God this is possible. God promised His 
presence and help to Joshua. “No one will be able to stand 
up against you all the days of your life. As I was with Moses, 
so I will be with you;I will never leave you nor forsake you. 
(Joshua:1:5)
 There is a misconception among people that pros-
perity and success come from having power, influence and 
strong desires. However, God taught Joshua a different 
strategy to gain success and prosperity, for this Joshua had 
to be strong and courageous, obey God’s word and consis-
tently read and meditate on the law (Joshua:1:8). Dearly be-
loved we all have the desire to be successful but we may not 
necessarily succeed in the world’s standards. If we follow 
God’s directions in our lives, He will bless and guide us. 
May the Triune God grant us grace and wisdom to cling on 
to Him and His promises in order to climb up the ladder of 
success and be a blessing to our families, Church, Nation 
and above all to the Kingdom of God.

Wish you all God’s blessings,

Bishop.Rt.Rev.Dr.Abraham Chacko
Board chairman.
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How long Lord? Will you hide yourself forever?
Will your wrath burn like fire?

Is it your anger or the satan, we don’t know
Corona, the Covid-19 is not getting stopped now

Many people are affected and are home quarantined
There is no cure yet and no vaccine has been invented

Doctors, nurses, police officers are working in lockdown time
Authorities are sealing the area and drawing the boundary line

How long Lord? Will everything be shut down?
Will your churches  and fellowship never happen in town?

Is it your plan to make the people one
Corona cases are getting worst, It’s a big price for some

Many people are losing jobs and daily wages
There is no way yet, people are in home like cages

Poor, migrants, businessmen facing such a big problem
We pray that gets over which is now a troublesome

How long Lord? Will the patient number keep on increasing?
 Will your grace save the people from dying?

It the sign of end time about pestilence and disease
Our hope is in you Lord, that’s why we have the perfect peace.

My Prayers

and

gratitude in

the context of 

covid 19

Snehal Prakhar Ajabe 
Vasai Parish
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“Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations.” (Matthew 28:20)

Over the centuries hundreds and thousands 
of disciples have accepted this Great Com-
mission of our Lord Jesus Christ. They left 

all their mundane glories and explored through the 
expanse of unreached nations, sowing the seeds of 
gospel. Several missionaries had to become martyrs 
for the same. It’s the sacrifices of numerous foreign 
missionary movements that paved the way for the 
spread of Christianity in our country. It’s the same 
Great Commission that our Lord has entrusted us in 
this generation.

CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP
The word Stewardship originated from the Greek 
word „oikenomous that means household manager. 
He is not the owner but a manager. Christian Stew-
ardship refers to the responsibility of Christians in 
wisely using the resources God has given them so 
that they can be His collaborators in the work of 
redemption and sanctification. This is how we, as 
Christians, should look at the world when we become 
a disciple of Jesus Christ. Stewardship is the way of 
life in which we recognise that we are stewards of 
all resources like time, energy, talents, possessions, 
money etc. The outcome of stewardship is that we 
would advance the mission of the church by sharing 
the gospel of eternal life and by proclaiming God’s 
love by aiding the needy.

Why are we Stewards? 
We don‟t doubt the fact that we are adopted as sons 
and daughters through Jesus Christ(Eph. 1:5) and in 
Him, we obtained an inheritance (Eph. 1:11). Sev-
eral believers have a false notion that this refers to 
all earthly prosperities. But Eph. 1:3 clearly says 
that God has blessed us with all spiritual blessings 
in heaven. There are several reasons why we remain 
as managers even though we are adopted as His chil-

dren:

(a) God is the Owner:- Stewardship begins and ends 
with the understanding of God’s ownership. The 
Psalmist in Psalm 50 says that the world and its full-
ness belong to God (vs.10-12). God himself says in 
Job 41:11 “Whatever is under the whole heaven in 
mine”.

(b) Authority is given to the Son:- “Jesus said to his 
disciples, All authority in heaven and on earth is giv-
en to me” (Matthew 28:18). The authority and power 
are given to the Son and with that authority He gave 
the Great Commission to the adopted children.

(c) Human Responsibility:- God did not ask the an-
gels to be stewards. But He has called believers to 
work together with Him (1 Cor. 3:9, 2 Cor. 6:1). 
There is a divine sovereignty and human responsibil-
ity in fulfilling God‟s purposes. When God entrusts 
us with everything that He owns, we are responsible 
to manage His holdings well and according to His 
desires and purposes.

(d) We are Accountable:- Whatever we do, we ought 
to do it with all your heart, just as we would be work-
ing for the Lord and not for men (Col. 3:23). Just like 
the servants in the parable of talents, one day, each 
one of us will be called to give an account for how we 
have managed what the Master has given us includ-
ing time, energy, abilities, money, possessions, infor-
mation, relationships, opportunities etc. We should 
be longing to hear the master say, “Well done, good 
and faithful servant” (Matt. 25:31).

Stewardship-SWOT Analysis:
We are proud to be a member of a missionary church. 
We believe that a person is either a missionary or a 
mission field. As St. Thomas Evangelical Church 
of India is approaching 60 years of its existence, 
the question that should inhabit our minds must be 
“Where are we heading to?” Just like any other or-
ganization or company, in order to move forward, 

C h r i s t i a n  S t e w a r d s h i p 
a n d

a n  E f f e c t i v e  S o c i a l  L i f e
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analysing the Strengths- Weaknesses-Opportuni-
ties-Threats is an important tool for understanding 
where we stand. To be more effective we need to 
analyse it on an individual and organizational basis.

A. Individual SWOT:
As members of STECI, each one of us needs to dou-
ble check if we are faithful stewards in the sight of 
God. We should analyse how we utilize our resourc-
es like time, energy, talents, money, possessions, 
information, relationships etc. for expansion of the 
kingdom of God. Some believers tend to spend their 
time, energy, money and abilities for some material 
components like church building. We seldom rea-
lises that our time and energy are part of our lives 
which is more precious than the money and other 
possessions. But can we invest our valuable time, 
energy and money on the lives of people that we 
come across in our neighborhood, our workplace 
and society?
Giving is an important topic that should be addressed 
because the Scripture offers around 500 verses on 
Prayer and less than 500 verses on Faith but more 
than 2000 verses on Money. The value of our offer-
ing is determined by „how‟ we give, not by „how 
much‟ we give. Martin Luther observed, “There are 
three conversions necessary: the conversion of the 
heart, the mind and the purse”. When we experience 
the „conversion of the purse‟ we will make the best 
investment possible with eternal dividends. Many of 
our members are good at giving and that’s how our 
church survives every month. But are we up to the 
mark? With respect to giving some believers tend to 
mix up with charity, social work and ministry. We 
live in a country that follows „Welfare State‟ policy. 
Charity is always lesser than Social Work and Social 
work is always lesser than Missions. Don‟t minor 
the major and major the minor. Some people contrib-
ute to charity and feel contentment as they believe 
that they gave for church missions. There are numer-
ous governmental and non-governmental schemes 
and activities for social upliftment and poverty al-
leviation. A lot of funding agencies are supporting 
political, social, cultural organizations, and even 
rationalists and atheist groups contribute to charity. 
Several corporate companies do charity as they have 
a budget component called
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR). But always 
bear in mind that no government or semi-govern-
ment or non-governmental organization will fund 
the missions in India. It is the soleresponsibility of 
the local churches to do so.
In the Old Testament, the tithe (10% of income) was 

the standard of giving. But in the New Testament, 
the standard set for our giving is the cent percent 
self-giving of Jesus Christ (2 Cor. 8:9). Jesus said 
that the widow‟s fraction of a penny had the great-
est value among those deposited because she gave 
all that she had for her living. God says in Malachi 
3:8 that man is robbing God in tithes and offerings. 
Today tithe is not the standard, but several believ-
ers look at it as a fancy jargon. Let us start giving 
from the base of tithe and aim for emulation of His 
self-giving.
Let‟s not forget a few points while we give—
• Give in proportion to what God has given you. 

(2 Cor. 8:12)
• According to ability and beyond ability. (2 Cor. 

8:3)
• He who sows bountiful will also reap bountiful-

ly. (2 Cor. 9:6)
• Not grudgingly or under compulsion. (2 Cor. 9:7)
• God loves a cheerful giver. (2 Cor. 9:7)

B. Organizational SWOT:
As a church, we are into 60 years of existence. Are 
we growing or becoming weak due to old age? Our 
greatest strength must be the human resource spread 
throughout the world consisting of believers, Evan-
gelists, Sevinis, Presbyters and Bishops. Over the 
years we have a lot to thank God about, especially in 
the realm of evangelism under different State Mis-
sions and Hindi Belt Mission. But, what do we have 
to cherish from the evangelistic efforts in Kerala? 
Have we set any example so that other denomina-
tions would like to copy? If not, don‟t feel bad to 
learn some beneficial practices from others.
At several occasions, I am used to thinking why the 
Evangelical Church lacks finance for various on-go-
ing projects. Either we are not well informed regard-
ing the various projects or we are least bothered. In 
either case, there is a need for some introspection.
We all know that apart from the envelope for tithe 
collection, we have some cover collections every 
month. We have a belief that our members are better 
contributors than members of other churches. But 
are we returning these envelopes to the Treasurer 
just because of several reminders from the Vicar or 
Secretary? The Evangelical Church preaches about 
cheerful giving and the members are so cheerful that 
Bishops and Presbyters are compelled to visit houses 
of members at times to squeeze out something from 
the accumulated treasure.
In some mainline churches, all the youths are bound 
to give monthly subscriptions after they complete an 
age limit (say 21 years) or from the month they 
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start earning. Most of them cheerfully give their first 
salary to the church. All the persons in that church 
are considered as members of the church. But voting 
rights are only given to members who pay monthly 
subscriptions and only a member with voting right 
can become the office bearer of the parish. This can 
be an example that we can follow. We still collect 
monthly subscription from the meagre income of old 
parents while their sons and daughters with bags of 
gold are spared. Are the children and youths taught 
theories and deprived of the practical? “Train up a 
child in the way he should go and when he is old, he 
will not depart from it” (Proverbs 22:6).
As a missionary church evangelism is our spearhead. 
The Evangelistic Board is doing remarkable ministry 
in other States. But, even now, we don‟t have our 
footprints in the Kannur and Kasaragod districts. We 
have one parish in Kozhikode, two in Wayanad and 
a few in Malappuram district. And all these parishes 
are formed by Christians who have migrated to these 
districts from the south and central Kerala. More-
over, the large majority of the Panchayats and Mu-
nicipalities in these districts still remain unexplored. 
Why do we have several parishes with only a handful 
of members? It is predicted that the Census report 
2021 would say that Kerala has a negative growth 
rate in population. Are we trying to prove that we 
already have that standard during the last one or two 
decades? Do we have mission fields in Kerala?
Not doing missionary work in Kerala is like uproot-
ing ourselves. We need to stop sending all workers 
to parishes to assist Presbyters and should consider 
sending at least 20-25% of them to mission fields to 
reach the unreached. If we are not doing any evange-
listic efforts in Kerala, I won‟t hesitate to say that the 
Evangelical church in Kerala is in ICU. And when 
we start doing missionary works in Kerala, the Evan-
gelistic Board will find it easy to review the workers 
with some simple questions—How many seekers do 
we have? How many seekers became believers? And 
how many believers are trained to be disciples? If we 
don‟t have any such statistics from Kerala, the orga-
nizational stewardship is under question.
Nowadays churches and Christian organizations 
tend to do some charity or take part in some social 
services and believe that they do ministry. “Thus 
also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead” 
(James 2:17). We also know that “We are His work-
manship, created in Christ Jesus for good works…” 
(Eph. 2:10). Yes, we have to serve the humanity. If 
doing ministry of God is like digging a well, Good 
works are like removing the grass, shrubs, trees etc. 
While digging a well, you will find water only if you 

go deeper. The incarnation of Jesus Christ was not 
to wipe out the inequalities in the society. He did not 
heal all sick people on the earth, instead only those 
who came to Him got healed. Jewish community 
continued to be under
slavery of Roman Empire. He didn‟t eradicate pov-
erty. But whoever looked at Him was blessed. “Do 
not work for the food which perishes, but for food 
which endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man 
will give you” (John 6:27) clearly tells that even 
while feeding the multitude, He was craving for their 
eternal life than removing hunger. We may be in a 
situation to feed the poor and may have the facility 
to treat the sick or rehabilitate the destitute. We are 
bound to do all these good works. But, if we fail to 
show them the way to eternal life, the net outcome 
of whatever we do becomes zero. We shall also re-
member what Jesus said in Matthew 5:20, “For I say 
to you, that unless your righteousness exceeds the 
righteousness of the Scribes and Pharisees, you will 
by no means enter the kingdom of heaven”.
There may be some doctors who do symptomatic 
treatment while others go to the root cause. Cancer is 
not a skin-deep to be treated by applying a balm. Sin 
that entered the world through the fall of man is the 
root of all social evils. There is nothing other than the 
precious blood of Jesus to cure human iniquities and 
transgressions. Christian Stewardship is seeing the 
world in God‟s perspective. Let‟s make ourselves 
available in the hands of God as a good instrument 
for a holistic social change by treating the root cause. 
In short, we need to identify our weak areas as in-
dividuals as well as organization and take measures 
to rectify them. For that, we can rely on God and as 
apostle Paul says, “I can do all things through Christ 
who strengthens me” (Phil. 4:13). We may have a lot 
of limitations, but a vast area of opportunities lies 
before us.

to be continued....

Sherjin Franklin ,
STECI Kesavadasapuram
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IÀ-¯-m-h-m-b t-b-i-p-{-I-n-k-v-X-p X-s-â ]-c-k-y i-p-
{-i-q-j-b-nÂ P-\-§-s-f ]T-n-¸-n-¨-X-v D-]-a-b-nÂ 
I-q-S-n a-m-{-X-a-m-b-n-c-p-p. H-c-p s-N-d-n-b I-Y-b-n-e-q-

s-S h-e-n-b B-ß-o-b k-X-y-§-s-f N-q-@-n I-m-W-n-¡-p-X-m-W-v 
D-]-a-b-p-s-S {-]-t-X-y-I-X \-n-Ý-b-n-¡-s-¸ C-u D-]-a-b-nÂ-I-q-S-n 
\Â-I-p-X-n-s-â I-m-c-y-h-n-N-m-c-I-X-z-w F h-n-j-b-s-¯-¡-p-d-n-¨-v 
2 N-n-´-IÄ ]-¦-p h-b-v-¡-p-p. “I-m-c-y-h-n-N-m-c-I³-“ F 
h-m-¡-n-\-v I-m-c-y-Ø³ F-p-w t-aÂ-t-\-m¡-m-c³ F-p-w 
AÀ-°-a-p-@-v.
s-s-Z-h-w \-s-½ H-m-t-c-m-c-p-¯-s-c \-Ã I-m-c-y-h-n-N-m-c-I-·-m-c-m-
b-n \-n-b-a-n-¨-n-c-n-¡-p-p. ]-e-t-¸-m-g-p-w \-m-w A-h-n-s-S B-h-n-i-z-
k-v-X-c-m-b-n X-o-c-p-p F-p-Å-X-m-W-v h-m-k-v-X-h-w. A-X-n-\-p h-n-
h-n-[ X-S-k-§-f-m-W-v- \-a-p-¡-v D-@m-I-p-X-v. s-I-m-S-p-¡-p 
I-m-c-y-¯-nÂ \-m-w h-n-i-z-k-v-X-c-m-b-n-c-n-¡-W-w. F-s-´-Ã-m-a-m-
I-m-w A-X-n-\-v X-S-k-a-m-b-n h-p t-N-c-p-X-v. C-u D-]-a C-u 
k-p-h-n-t-i-j-s-¯ I-q-S-m-s-X a-mÀ-t-¡-m-k-v 12:1þ12 h-s-c-b-p-Å 
h-m-I-y-§-f-n-e-p-w-, e-q-t-¡-m-k-v 20:9þ19 h-s-c-b-p-Å h-m-I-y-§-
f-n-e-p-w t-NÀ-¯-n-c-n-¡-p-p. 

1. s-s-I-h-i-s-¸-S-p-¯-n-h-b-v-¡-m-s-X \Â-I-p-I
C-u D-]-a-b-nÂ H-c-p b-P-a-m-\³ a-p-´-n-c-n-t-¯-mw \p-
@m-¡-p-p-, t-h-e-n s-I-n-b-p-w-, N-¡-v I-p-g-n-¨-np-w-, t-K-m-]-p-c-w 
]-W-n-X-p-w A-§-s-\ H-c-p t-X-m¯-n-\-m-h-n-i-y-a-m-b t-P-m-
e-n-IÄ X-oÀ-¯-p h-b-v-¡-p-p. ]-n-o-S-m-W-v I-p-S-n-b-m-·-m-s-c 
]-m¯-n-\-p GÂ-¸-n-¡-p-X-v. F-mÂ ^-e-I-m-e-a-m-b-
t-¸-mÄ X-s-â A-\-p-`-h-w h-m-t-§-@X-n-\-v X-s-â Z-m-k-·-m-s-c 
A-b-¨-t-¸-mÄ h-f-s-c t-a-m-i-a-m-b {-]-X-n-I-c-W-a-m-W-v I-p-S-n-
b-m-·-m-c-nÂ \-n-p-w e-`-n-¨-X-v. X-s-â Z-m-k-·-m-s-c D-]-{-Z-h-n-¨-p 
H-m-S-n-¡-p-I-b-p-w-, s-I-m-Ã-p-I-b-p-w s-N-b-p-p. A-h-k-m-\-w 
X-s-â a-I-s-\ A-h-c-p-s-S A-S-p-¯-b-¨-t-¸-mÄ I-p-S-n-b-m-
·-mÀ C-{-]-I-m-c-w ]-d-b-p-p “A-h-s-\ s-I-m-v A-h-s-â 
A-h-I-m-i-w s-s-I-h-i-a-m-¡-m-w-“ (a-¯-m-b-n 21:39-). F-mÂ 
I-p-S-n-b-m-·-mÀ-¡-v b-m-s-X-m-c-p A-h-I-m-i-w C-Ã-m-X-n-c-n-s-¡ B 
a-I-s-\ s-I-m-Ã-p-I-b-p-w A-h-I-m-i-w s-s-I-h-i-a-m-¡-p-X-n-\-p-w 
{-i-a-n-¡-p-p. B I-p-S-n-b-m-·-mÀ t-I-h-e-w t-P-m-e-n-¡-mÀ a-m-{-X-
a-m-W-v. A-§-s-\-b-p-Å-h-c-m-W-v b-P-a-m-\-s-â A-h-I-m-i-w 
]-n-S-n-¨-S-¡-p-X-n-\-v {-i-a-n-¡-p-X-v.
s-s-Z-h-a-m-W-v k-I-e-¯-n-s-â-b-p-w D-S-b-h³-, A-h³ a-m-{-X-a-m-
W-v \-½-p-s-S Z-m-X-m-h-v. s-s-Z-h-w X-X-Ã-m-s-X \-a-p-s-¡-m-p-w 
X-s-b-n-Ã. B Z-m-\-§Ä \-a-p-s-S ]-W-w-, X-m-e-´-v-, k-a-b-w-, 
h-n-Z-y-m-`-y-m-k-w-, {-]-i-k-v-X-n-, B-t-c-m-K-y-w A-§-s-\ F-´-p-w 
B-I-m-w. A-s-X-Ã-m-w s-s-Z-h-¯-n-s-â Z-m-\-w a-m-{-X-a-m-W-v. 
\-m-w t-I-h-e-w I-p-S-n-b-m-·-mÀ a-m-{-X-w. A-X-p-s-I-m-@p Z-m-\-w 
e-`-n-¡-p-X-v s-s-I-h-I-m-i-s-¸-S-p-¯-n s-h-¡-m-s-X \Â-I-p-I 
F-p-Å-X-m-W-v \-½-p-s-S D-¯-c-h-m-Z-n-X-z-w.

2. k-z-mÀ-°-X s-h-S-n-b-p-I 
I-p-S-n-b-m-·-m-c-p-s-S k-z-mÀ-°-X A-X-n-s-â D-X-n-b-n-e-m-W-v 
\-n-e-s-I-m-Å-p-X-v. ^-e-I-m-e-a-m-b-t-¸-mÄ b-P-a-m-\³ h-f-s-c 
k-v-t-\-l-t-¯-m-s-S-b-p-w k-t-´-m-j-t-¯-m-s-S-b-p-w X-s-â Z-m-k-
·-m-s-c h-n-v X-s-â A-\-p-`-h-w h-m-t-§-@X-n-\-v {-i-a-n-¨-t-¸-mÄ 
b-P-a-m-\-s-\-b-p-w-, a-I-s-\-b-p-w-, Z-m-k-·-m-s-c-b-p-w k-aÀ-°-
a-m-b-n H-g-n-h-m-¡-n-, k-I-e k-z-¯-p-h-I-t-b-b-p-w s-s-I-h-i-
s-¸-S-p-¯-p-h-m³ {-i-a-n-¡-p I-p-S-n-b-m-·-mÀ k-z-mÀ-°-X-b-p-s-S 

{-]-X-o-I-§-f-m-W-v. A-h-c-p-s-S [-mÀ-ã-y-X-b-p-w k-z-mÀ-°-X-b-p-w 
h-e-n-b t-Z-m-j-¯-n-\-p h-g-n-s-X-f-n-b-n-¨-p. XÂ-^-e-a-m-b-n s-I-m-e-
]-m-X-I-w-, h-g-¡-v-, C-X-y-m-[-n-, F-n-h D-S-s-e-S-p-¯-p.

C-s-¯ k-m-l-N-c-y-¯-nÂ a-ä-p-Å-h-c-p-s-S D-bÀ-¨-b-nÂ 
A-k-q-b-]-q-@-v k-I-e-h-p-w s-s-I-h-i-s-¸-S-p-¯-p-h-m³ h-y-
{-K-X-s-¸-S-p H-c-p X-e-a-p-d-b-n-e-m-W-v \-m-w A-X-n-h-k-n-¡-p-X-v.  
X-n-c-p-h-N-\-w h-y-à-a-m-b-n H-mÀ-½-n-¸-n-¡-p-X-v ““s-s-Z-h-w X-s- 
k-v-t-\-l-n-¡-p-hÀ-¡-v H-c-p-¡-n-b-n-p-Å-X-v I-®-v I-@-n-n-Ã-, 
s-N-h-n-t-In-n-Ã-, H-c-p a-\-p-j-y-s-â l-r-Z-b-¯-nÂ t-X-m-n-p-
a-n-Ã-“-“(s-b-i 64:4-). B-b-X-n-\-mÂ \-a-p-¡-v A-h-s-\ a-m-{-X-w 
k-v-t-\-l-n-¡-m-w k-z-mÀ-°-X s-h-S-n-b-m-w. s-s-Z-h-w X-¡ k-a-b-
¯-v \-a-p-¡-m-b-v k-I-e-h-p-w H-c-p-¡-p-w s-s-Z-h-X-y-m-K-¯-n-s-â 
h-y-m-]-v-X-n-¡-m-b-n \-a-p-¡-v e-`-n-¨-np-Å-X-v s-s-Z-h-\-m-a a-l-X-z-
¯-n-\-m-b-n D-]-t-b-m-K-n-¡-m-w. h-n-t-Z-z-j-¯-n-s-â ]-m-X h-n-v h-n-\-
b-¯-n-e-m-I-m-w k-z-mÀ-°-X s-h-S-n-ª-p a-p-t-m-v t-]-m-I-m-w. 
{-]-n-b k-t-l-m-Z-c-§-s-f C-X-v \-a-p-¡-p-Å H-c-p a-p-d-n-b-n-¸-m-
W-v. s-s-Z-h-w \-a-p-¡-v Z-m-\-a-m-b-n X-s-X-Ã-m-w s-s-Z-h-¯-n-s-â 
\-m-a-a-l-X-z-¯-n-\-m-b-n h-n-\-n-t-b-m-K-n-¡-W-w C-s-Ã-¦-nÂ s-s-Z-
h-w \-½-n-s-e Z-m-\-§-s-f F-S-p-¯-v a-ä-p-Å-hÀ-¡-v \Â-I-p-w. 
H-c-p X-m-e-´-v I-n-n-b-h³ I-p-g-n-¨-nX-p-t-]-m-s-e B-I-m-s-X 
h-n-\-n-t-b-m-K-n-¡-p-X-n-\-v k-a-b-w F-S-p-¡-m-w.
N-p-ä-p-]-m-S-p-w t-I-m-h-n-U-v 19 F a-l-m-a-m-c-n-b-nÂ-s-¸-v F-{-X 
B-f-p-IÄ A-X-n-s-â Z-p-c-n-X-w A-\-p-`-h-n-¡-p-p. F-{-X t-]-
c-p-s-S t-P-m-e-n \-ã-v-s-¸p-, F-{-X-t-b-m B-f-n-IÄ a-c-W-¯-n-\-p 
I-o-g-S-§-n. A-t-\-IÀ `-m-h-n-s-b H-mÀ-¯-v B-i-¦-s-¸-S-p-p. 
B-b-X-n-\-mÂ \-a-p-¡-v \-Ã I-m-c-y-h-n-N-m-c-I-·-m-c-m-b-n {-]-hÀ-
¯-n-¡-m-w þ ““\-s-½ `-c-t-a-e-v-]-n-¨ ]-W-w-, k-a-b-w-, t-P-m-e-n-, 
I-p-S-p-w-_-w-, k-z-¯-v-, B-`-c-W-§Ä-, h-n-Z-y-m-`-y-m-k-w-, ]-Z-h-n-
IÄ-, {-]-i-k-v-X-n-IÄ-, X-m-e-´-p-IÄ a-p-X-e-m-b-h D-]-t-b-m-K-n-¨-v 
\-½-p-s-S k-a-q-l-s-¯-, k-`-s-b-, {-]-hÀ-¯-I-s-c-, {-]-hÀ-¯-
\-§-s-f k-l-m-b-n-¡-p-X-n-\-m-b-n A-W-n-t-N-c-m-w-“-“-, s-s-I-h-i-
s-¸-S-p-¯-n h-b-v-¡-m-s-X \Â-I-p-h-m³ ]T-n-¡-m-w k-z-mÀ-°-X 
s-h-S-n-ª-p s-s-Z-h-c-m-P-y s-Ip-]-W-n-¡-v b-p-h-P-\-§-f-m-b 
\-m-w H-m-t-c-m-c-p-¯-c-p-w k-`-s-b-b-p-w \-½-p-s-S k-a-q-l-s-¯-
b-p-w k-l-m-b-n-¡-p-X-n-\-v s-s-Z-h-w k-l-m-b-n-¡-s-“. B-t-a³

\ÂIp¶Xnsâ ImcyhnNmcIXzw
1:3341

Rev. Sibi P. J
Koramangala Parish
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PORN
VICTORY OVER

Glory to be to God who always leads us in triumph in Christ !

When we display the statistics about porn to par-
ents, majority of them strongly believe that 
their children have never watched porn in their 

life but the fact is 93.2% of boys and 62.1% of girls first 
see porn before they turn 18. Another shocking fact is that 
Sunday is the most popular day of the week for viewing 
porn.

Porn is any material which stimulates sexual de-
sire. Around 12% of all webpages are pornographic. A 
study conducted in 2006 found that about 84% of people 
between ages of 18 and 49 had watched pornographic films 
and another 82% had viewed pornographic magazines. 
5-8% of adult population is addicted to Internet porn and 
spends at least 11-12 hours every week. The average age of 
first exposure to pornography is now only when they are 
11 years old. 

Curiosity to know about sex is a major factor 
which leads to pornography. Our young boys and girls are 
not receiving age appropriate sex education that later they 
turn to friends and others who talk about these things and 
end up in porn addiction. Our inability to provide sex ed-
ucation to our own children is something which needs to 
be resolved.  

Biblically, it is a Divine activity where a man and 
woman are ordained by God to part take in creation. It 
is both a blessing and a commandment of God (Genesis 
1:28). Bible explains the sexual activity as a process of be-
ing one body. Think about it, how wonderful it is!

Jesus said in Sermon of the Mount, “You have 
heard that it was said, you shall not commit adultery; but 
I tell you that everyone who gazes at a woman to lust after 

her has committed adultery with her already in his heart” 
(Mathew 5:27,28)

God blessed us with sexual pleasure and gift of 
child bearing for a purpose and how deviant it is for anyone 
to use it for self-pleasure? The very word meaning of sin is 
being deviant from the purpose and plan of God (missing 
the mark). There is a tip to understand sin quickly. If you 
Google “Is a sin according to bible?” avoid whatever fills 
in that without question because it is not even close worth 
when we compare spending eternity with our Lord.  

Porn is sin, Masturbation is sin. Should we feel 
guilty? What can we do practically about the sin if we are 
in sexual sins?

When we accept Jesus as our Lord and Saviour, We 
are dead to sin and we are a new creation. Let sin be like 
you trying to drink kerosene or petrol- inappropriate and 
undesirable. 

Now, let us look to the Lord for help. We cannot 
do it ourselves because we are in flesh. We need God’s help 
to overcome sin. First step is “I cannot do this Lord. Please 
help me out!” Remember ‘self-control’ is in the fruit of 
Holy Spirit (Gal 5:23).

Second step is to have a mentor. All our sin in-
cluding alcoholism, anger issues, envy etc. we will share 
to someone and ask them to pray for us. But sexual sins 
are something we keep with ourselves, struggle and fail. To 
have trustful person who can pray for you is very import-
ant. Please don’t ignore this step because prayer is some-
thing which cannot be neglected. 

Third and last step is to “read bible”. In counsel-
ling, we usually suggest having distraction to overcome 
addiction of pornography but let me tell you my friends, 
reading bible and meditating God’s word is the best way to 

12 |bphZÀi\w



overcome sexual sin. Not in smart-phone, read “your bible”. Hear what God wish to tell you that particular time. When 
you read bible especially to overcome sin, it is very normal that you get distracted. Force yourself to read bible when 
temptation strikes your heart.

It is also important for you to understand that failures can happen in this battle against sexual immorality. Ac-
knowledge that it is because we are in flesh and our striving heart towards Lord Jesus is what matters. 

“He was wounded for our transgressions; He was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was 
upon Him; and with His stripes we are healed.” (Isaiah 53:5). 

Victory is ours without question!!!

Abin T Joseph,
MSW in Medical & Psychiatric Social Work

Painting 
Nikhil Rangari
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Rev. Anish Mathew

S t .  T h o m a s
E v a n g e l i c a l

C h u r c h  o f  i n d i a

60TH GENERAL 
CONVENTION
Diamond jubilee 

year
1961-2021

January24th sunday to 31st sunday

At. Bishop Abraham nagar

Manjadi,Thiruvalla

l i v e  o n
S T E C I  m e d i a
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Lettering art 
Varsha
Kolkata.
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S t .  T h o m a s  E v a n g e l i c a l
C h u r c h  o f  i n d i a

l i v e  o n
S T E C I  m e d i a

27th deceMber 2020 at central chaPel, 

thiruvalla

year ending
worship service 
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Presiding Bishop of 
St. Thomas Evan-
gelical Church of 

India, Bishop Most Rev. 
Dr. Thomas Abraham vis-
ited Mar Theodosius Mar 
Thoma Metropolitan in 
Thiruvalla Poolatheen and 
conveyed the greetings 
of the Church along with 
Bishop Rt. Rev. Dr. Abra-
ham Chacko(Prathinidhi 
Sabha Adhyakshan), Rev. 
Abraham George
( Sabha Secretary), Rev. 
Saji Mathew(Sabha Trust-
ee) and Mr. Denny N. 
Mathai(Lay Trustee)
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The e-Magazine is an humble 
initiative of the Board for 
Youth Work to reach the 
youngsters around the 
world, encouraging them 

to stand firm and fervent in the gifts 
that they have acquired from the Lord. 
This e-magazine serves as a platform 
to exhibit their talents in areas such as 
poetry, articles, painting etc., for the 
benefit of the church and for the glory 
of God. The Board for Youth Work will 
make use of this medium to share its 
programs and its progress along with 
the church related informations. All 
those who are interested to contribute 
to this wonderful cause are welcome 
to do so, by sending your details to 
the email id: youthboard@steci.org 
G o d B l e s s Y o u ! 
Come Let us glorify God together. 

Why
 e-Magazine?

Evg. Anish Thomas John 
Youth Ministry Co-ordinator

DTP : Mr. Sauje Thomas George

Design: FOTOFAIR        linugk@gmail.com
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